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AMercurins Adercuriorum ſtultisſomus. 


aA em» micughthis Pamphlet hath x fooliſh Title , yet in 
oy ——W many places icplaics the toole wittily , as blind 
{9} (6%) men catch Haresby chanice ; ſo Children arid 
F724 (,%4 fooles ſpeake truth throngh their ignorance ; 
my Ca aridtruth (me thinkes )ſhonld be made welcome, 
© YEP &@ and wellentertiined by you moſt Reverenid arid 
| learned Fathers of the Aſſembly. 
'Then the truth is , that your great and abundant labobrsand 
ſtudies are ingratefully requited , ſo that if you knew how veo- 
. - ple doe ralke of you, your eares would tingle; for at all times and 
places, heere, there , every where (now and anoneto  yeeare 
ſcarce accounted to be Chriftiaris , theſe things « wile min'dare 
not tell you, for feareof a Jayle, a Plundering, or Scqueitration'? 
And a foole may run in danger of a whippe , if he beſo bold to 
tell you the truth ; fo that you muſt needes be fall of errouts , be- 
«czaſe you will neither heare or believe trath from either wiſe man 
or a foole. 
— _Atall adventures bave amongſt you blind Harpers, ile tell you 
- how it is, and parily what folkes ſay. 
Firſt the People doe talk-, and mutter againſt yow, 'and call 
you Tnnovaters, arid that by yotrufurping power, and& praiſe, 
Youtave deprived them of Gods true Worſhip, andifervice; you 
have frani'd' them a New no-Religion , antl that when the King 
Had paterhall Soveraignety, and the'Biſhops, and Cletty pitto- 
rail drgnity.; they theni were meniin peace and unity , and then 
they were the Sheepe of the paſture ; ( but now for want of good 
*Stepheards ) they have beene, and'are Sheepe of the Shambles. 
Secondly' , they ſay that by reading of Hiſtories they perceive 
that the Office and Dignity of Biſhops is as old as neete the'pa{- 
Hon of our Saviour :; Thicy have found that before Saint Feb the 
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: A2 Evangeliſt 


Evangeliſt dyed, there were he or foure Biſhops of Rome, alſo 
that Saint Pax! doth name Zizms; 2 Tim. 4- 21. (who was Biſhop 
there) And Paulallo (at Athexs) converted Dennis the Areopr- 
gite , who was afterward the firſt Biſhop there, Aq.17, The A- 
poltie alſo calls C/ement his fellow labourer, and that tis name is. 
written1inthe booke of life ; this {Jemenrt was the third Biſhop 
of Rome. They have further found that Saint Marke the Evan- 
geliſt was Biſhop of Alexandria, that cAnianns ſucceeded Marke, 
in the eight yeere of the Raigne of Nero , and was Biſhop 22 
yeeres ; next him Ab:l:zs (ate 13. yeeres, and when Saint Paxl 
was at e-Lntioch, Evodins was Biſhop there, and fate 22 yeeres, 
 anddid out live (by oneyeere ) both Saint Peter and Pax! the A- 
poltles (as £x/ebixs faith in his Eccleſiaſticall Hjſtory,and after him 
wWaS [pnatins Biſhop there 44 yeeres) At Jeruſalem the Apoſtle | 
Saint fames., was thirty yeares Biſhop. That Simox ſucceeded 
. Zames, and fate thirty eight yeares,and by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
Policarpws was made B,ſhop of Smyrsa, (one of the ſeaven Chur- 
. . Ches of A/ia) and he'd that Biſhopcick eighty yeares. And Saint | 
. Paul made Timothy Biſhop of Epheſus, another of the ſev-n Aſian 
Churches, and 7:t«s Bilhop of Creete-or Candie : by theſe Hiſto= 
ries and Relations the people have found that ſome of the Apo- 
ftles themſelves were Bifhops , and thatthey ordained others in : 
that ſacred funfion 3 In their tines they aid know and approve - 
the ſacceſſion of them , and for the perpetuity of their Ofi:e to - 
the end of the world. Saint Pax! gives an expreſſe charge to - 
T wmothy ( and that charge doth excend to all Biſhops to the laſt 
. day ) intheſe words, 1. Tim. 6.13. and 14. Tcharge thre, inthe - 
fight of God , whoquickeneth all thirgs , and before Jeſms Chriſt which 
under Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good confeſſion , that thou keepe this * 
( ommandement without fot and unrebukeable , untill the appearing of * 
owr Lord feſns Chrift. According to the Letter the Apoſtle doth 
lay a charge upon Timothy which he could not poſſibly performe, 
| for Timothy hath beene dead neere 1600 yeare, ſo that he hath not, 
or couldnot perſonally live till Chriſts ſecond comming : So that 
.It ;s plaine that the Apoſtie meant of all ſucceeding Biſhopsto | 
the end of the world. 


Since thoſetimies , as there hath beene alwaies Heretiques, avd | 
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f © blafpnemous Hell houndes to eporefſa the trath , where Biſhops 
| inall Ages and generall Counſells have vanquiſhed , confuted, 
| and contemned their Blaſphemies and Hereſies ; they were men 
| of more capacity, learning,wiſdome and gravity then petty Pceſ- 
 byterians, or Lay Elders,who at the Counſell of Nice in Bithynia, 
ineſia confuted Arrizs (who denyed the Divinity of Chriſt ) 
which curſed Hercfie was ſpread over the moſt Parts of Chriſten- 
dome) inthe yeare 327, there were no lefle then 318 Biſhops in 
that Nrcen Counfell , by whom that Hereſie was overthrowne, 
ſmce then at theſe gererall Counſells heere under mentioned, 
Gods truth hath beene defended, and hereticall , and dangerous o- 
pinions have beene repelled by Biſhops. The Counnſell of Ar- 
rioch in Syria,eAnn0 346. The Connſell of Ariminur in taly 361. 
At Carthage in eAfrica, Anno. 419. Counſell of ( alcedon in Bithy- 
nia, 45 3. 

I k ai theſe,and ſuchlike Counſclls there (ate not one patching 
Pariſh Presbyter, or illiterate Liy- Elder, But there fate grand and 
leazred Biſhops and Doftours , who withſtood the Montanſts, 
HMarcioniſts, Donatiſts, Anabaptiſts, Hemerobaptiſts , (trdoniſts, 
Chiliafts, (Intbtoſe dayesthere were no Browniſts , nor undermi- 
ning Jeſaiticall Papiſts) biat there were ( ainites, Anthropomorphi- 
tes, Ebionites, Sabellians, Helvidians, Eunomians, Apollinarians, Car- 

_ pocratians, Baſſilians, Cerinthians, Enticheans, Neſtorians, Alogiani- 
ans, Novgtians, Pelagians, Samoſateneans, Manichies, Gnofticks,and 
many more Heretiques and Hzrelies did the Chriltian Biſh ops 
confute, convert, or confound : But tolet forcaigne Parts and 
Actions alone for a while , wee doe kumbly defire the venerable 
Biſhop» hating Aflembly to be pleaſed to take notice that we have 
read ſomewhar of England, and Engliſh Biſhops. 

Some Writers (of gocd credit ) doe aftirme that 7oſeph of Ar- 
mathea ( who begged the body of our Lord , and bu:1ed it) came 
bither and converted many people from Paganiſme to Chriſtiani- 
ty, Anno ( briſts, 63. the (aid 7oſeph dwelt, and dyed at Glaſtenbur y, 
and in eLaxo 179. King Lacigs ( 116 yeeresafter the Arrivall of 
Toſeph) was converted to the Chriſtian Faith, the ſaid King beiog 

« Conſcientionfly touched with the hatred of Idolatry, cauſed 28 
Pagan Temples to be cleanſed and purified , arid the ſaid FIR 
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_hetnrned 1nto as&mary Curtodeth? - and having caſt ont the Hes- 
 theniſh Idolls, with the Arch-Flanmins, and Flammixs, he placed 
learned and godly Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops in their roomes,the 
- - firſt Arch-biſhoprick was at London, where fate 16 Arch-biſhops, 
then that eſtaie was ( by the Favour of Princes , and affiires of 
"Stata conducingthereumo ) tranſlated to { awterbrury , in which 
fea have beene 75 Arch=biſhops : 'Torke had the ſecond Metro- 
politan ſeate, wherein have fate 68 Arch-bifhops ;. Caer legion in 
: Wales (upon the River of .'V5ke in Aonmonth-ſiire) was Ancients 
ly a fea Metropoltticall , and it 1s plaine of Primates, and other 
Biſhops, there have beene 1n E£xg/and, and the Dominion of Wales 
the Numberof 115.3. 
' By reading of Hittoi1es the people bave foand that the funAg- 
; on of Biſhops is-by Chriit, and his Apoſtles Aurcient Inftication; 
and by theſe readipgs they have gained fo much reaſon:& knows 
' ledge, that a new framed Geneva Presbytery and Lay-Elderg was 
, Never, or never will be fit or congruent to be able Paſtors for the 
 Buide and direQtion of Chriltian ſoules; for. {fay they) would it be 
2 bandſome ſight to ſee aPcdlar 1a a Palpit, a Weaver to baptife, 4 
Miller to adminiſter the Lords Sepper , or a Sowgelder to, joyne 
, men and women in marriage , ſpits, pots, platters, kettles, and 
dripping pans:&c, doe become a KitChiog , but they are not for a 
{Chamber or a Parlour , carpets, cuſhions, and ſtately hangingsof 
Arras or Tapeftrie , are not for theftable orbarne. ; Tinkers or 
- Coblers. , will not make good Fudges or Jultices of the Peace, 
Ploughmen and: Carters incapeable to be ſent as Ambaſſadors. 
 Botchers or Buttonmakers will never make ſound Divines , or 
. expert valliant Captaines ; -Ne Sutor ultra crepidany. | 
What ſhamelefle barbarous'iumps of ſordid ignorance are they . 
that holdilearning, wildome, gravity; ſtudy, and paines taking, 
to be of no regard or eſtimation , St. Pax! approved the Galathi= 
ans for receiving himreverendly , Gal. 4. 14, And -hefaith , how 
beautifull are the feete of them that bring glad tidings of peace , Roms 
10 15. and wee areto farre indebted'rothem'(asthey are the Mi- 
. niſters:of God!, and inftlruments of our ſalvation) that wee.doe 
owe them. our very {clves, as St; Par! fates to Philemon. Servants 
 areto be honoured , if in ar hoqourable way they ſerve an _ 
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norable Maſter, Biſhops are Sd; AmbatladorsC by 2 paſtorall, not ' 
a Regall power ) Therefore Honourable Chtiiſt gave Honour to 
Annas and Caiphas { who were wicked Biſhops) therefore he is 
not well pleaſed that Chriſtian Biſhops ſhould be contemned; we 
mult give honour to all men,and to whom it is due Rom. 10.7 1.Pe. 
2,17. Which ſhewes that Biſhops are not excluded ; they ought 
to be honoured for their bjgh calling , for when Church Gover-- 

nours are held in reverend eftimation,'tbeht is Religion venerabl 
dignified, for if Biſhopi and Reverend Divines be villified or dif- 
eſteemed , Religion will be of ſmall orno regard ; wee ought to 
* honour them with our heartes which is an inſtructipn that they - 
ſhould not be abuſed with our tongues or pens. For the Tile of 
rd (which {ticks ſo in the tomacks of oter Hypocreticall Seta> 
ri8h) The Prophet Elah was a good Church-manjn his times, and: ' 
ObBdinh (an bonvarable man and an honeſt Comrtier ) a true ſer- 
vant of God , under a wicked King , the ſame Obediah that hid ' 
. and relieved an-bundred of the Lords Prophets in a Cave, which 
eFhab and Feſebr.would bave deſtroyed ; that novle man did call 
Eliah Lord, 4 Kin.18. 7. and rfie Prophet did accept of the Title 
In the eight verſe ; Alfo the Snnamite called him Lord twice, 2. 
"King, 4. 16/und 26, and 28. And fome travſlations do give that 
ſtile to E/3/oa; , 2 King. 6.5. And King Haze called mm Lord, . 
ing.8.12-and King 7oa/b called him Fatber , and wept over 
n,*2 King-13.14. And as a right Reverend and Learned Divine © 
th written , that it is no higher a Ti:le then a woman ought ' 
(nay every wife ) by the example of Sarah ,, Gen. 18.12: to call. - 

ber husband, and St Peter doth exhort every wife to call her hus-' 
band ſo, 1 Pet. 3. 6.: But Biſhops are not Lords and Maſters to be 
feared ; but Reverend Fathers-tobeloved, and it ismoſt unchri- :- 
ſtian like to ſcandaliſe theireallings or perſons , it being ſuch a 
_ "blow to Religion, and an opengap to let in Atbeiſme;, and all o- 
ther Herefies ; beſidos it hinders Pagans ,: Turkes, Infidells, and - 
Joan from their converſion. - 
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lence then confeſſion , and more worthy of Derifion then confu-. 
tation ; for confugation can never gaine a Glorious Vi&ory over 
malitious hai obſtinacy. be 

Good Biſhops are Sowers, Gods word is the Seed , and faith-- 
full hearts the Ground ; they ſhould be Rulers of their Flocks : but 
yet the more they Rule, the more they ſerve; for Peters Chaire is a 
Seat of ſervice, not of Soveraignty, nor is a Biſhops Office a place 
of reſt, fall of labonr, there 15 no Charge more laborious, and 
dangerous , nor iS any funfion more Blefled and acceptable be- 
fore God (ifit be well diſcharged : ) I could be larger 1n this diſ- - 

courſe ; forthis time what 1s here related may fatisfic all ſuch as 
will be ſatisfied , with ſach fatisfaRion as Scriptures , Fathers, 
- Counſells, Antiquity , ſence, or reaſon; and becauſeyour holy fa- 
'therhoods of the reverend and moſt ſanRified Aſſembly are richly 
endued with learning , and knowledge unmeaſureable , I have 
made bold to crave your acceptance and proteRion : this ſmall 
Pamphlet is of good uſe, and eaſe for many miſlead, and ignorant 
People ; for here they may {ec how they have been abuſed jn be- | 
ing perſwaded that a Biſhops Office is neither of Anziquity,, Au-. | 
thority ,'or eſtimation 3 the great yolums of Ecelefiaſticall Hiſte- '|þ 
rieS are of too higha price tor every common reader ; this poore | 
ſheet of paper is cheape , and ſpeaks as much truth ( in a little 
roome ) as may ſerve for any reaſonable underſtanding... 
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